RED ZONE 


=r 


FIVE QUESTIONS 


»* MINUTE DRILL 


; RECORD DAY HELPS 
HUSKERS CLAIM INAUGURAL HEROES 
GAME Witt 20-7 WIN OVER A 


thietitiiy 


THE ORIGTMAL MAGAZINE DEGTCATED TO HEDRABKA ATHLETICN 


ILLUSTRATED 


Huskers Illustrated is published by Landmark 
Community Newspapers, 2623 Regency Rd, 
Lexington, KY 40503. Periodicals postage paid at 
Lexington, KY and additional mailing offices 


monthly January 1 


May and A 


Editor, General Manager: AARON BABCOCK 
aaron@huskersillustrated.com 
Contributing Editor: MIKE BABCOCK 


uskersillustrated.com 


mike@ 


ADVERTISING 


Tim Francis (800) 524-9527, 


dicals F 


Paid at Lexington KY and al 


additional mailing office 


Aaron Babcock (402) 474-4355 
SALES STAFF: Jeff Tuder, Chris Schmidt, Kellen 


Petersen 


Subscriptions: $59.95 per 
year POSTMASTER: 
address change 


NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR: G Associates, inc Caine 


PRINT | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 

Huskers Illustrated Magazine, the original publication 
dedicated to Nebraska athletics, is in its 31st year of 
publication. An annual subscription includes our annual 


football yearbook (pictured). 
To Subscribe: printsubscriber.huskersillustrated.com 


DIGITAL | Huskers Illustrated Magazine 

Our new digital edition of the magazine can be viewed 
on your computer, iPad or Android tablet. The digital 
edition includes bonus photos not found in the print 
edition, as well as bonus digital issues. Perfect for the 


fan that doesn’t want to wait for the mail! 
To Subscribe: www.zinio.com/huskers 


INTERNET | Huskersillustrated.com 

Follow Nebraska 24 hours a day *. 

at huskersillustrated.com and -—1{ — = . 
with our new Internet partner 

247Sports.com. Get breaking 

news, game reports, recruit databases, recruit rankings, video highlights and 


photo galleries, HI's FREE message board, The Bone Yard, is quickly setting a new 
standard for forums in college sports, $9.95 per month. 7-day free trial available. 


RADIO | Huskers Illustrated Radio Show 
RADIO: HI Radio has gone daily! Join 

host Chris Schmidt and Nick Handley 
Monday-Friday, from 4-6 p.m. on 1480 AM 
in Lincoln and 900 KJSK in Columbus. The 
Saturday show runs from 7-9 a.m. on 1620 
AM in Omaha and 1480 AM in Lincoln. The 
popular show features engaging interviews 


with recruits and other popular sports 
personalities. 

LIVE STREAMING/PODCAST: Live streaming of the show is available at 
espn1480.com and 1620thezone.com. Just click the “Listen Live" button. Miss 
a show? Just go to the iTunes store and search for “Huskers Illustrated.” 


HUSKER MERCHANDISE | 
 SHOPHuskersillustrated.com 
From collectibe DVDs and autographed 8x10s, to 
\ y items for the home and car, plus special novelty 
} | items, our store is the largest online store for Husker 
uy My merchandise. Shop here first! 


SOCIAL MEDIA | Facebook & Twitter 
Join the thousands of other Husker fans that follow 
Huskers Illustrated online. Follow us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/huskersillustratedfan or on twitterat =~ = = = 
twitter.com/hillustrated. 


Contents 


DECEMBER, 2011 * VOLUME 31° NO. 19 
COLUMNS 
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David a rarity for any program 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 
BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 
Crick proves vital to team, despite being sidelined 


THE FINAL WORD 
| BY MIKE BABCOCK 
= Burkhead humble to the last (record-setting) snap 


ON THE COVER 

|-back Rex Burkhead hurdles an lowa defender 
during Nebraska's 20-7 win over the Hawkeyes 
at Memorial Stadium. The junior broke the 
school record with 38 carries. He racked up 
160 yards in the game, despite a long run of 
14 yards. He raised his season rushing total to 
1,268 yards, moving up to 11th on the single- 
season rushing list. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


Volume 32, Issue 1, the bowl 
preview will be mailed 
Monday, Dec, 12. 

Check for updates at 
huskersillustrated.com. 


= years of experience 


Re in handy. 


From the Editor 


DAVID A RARITY 
FOR ANY PROGRAM 


Nebraska linebacker 
continues to impress 


THERE ARE CERTAIN players you hate 
to see leave. For me, that list of players 
was topped by Ndamukong Suh and 
Grant Wistrom. 

I would buy a ticket tomorrow to watch 
them play as a Husker one more time. 
They were so good, that it seemed like 
you blinked and their career was over. 

It seems that just as you really begin 
to comprehend their play-making ability, 
you're watching them trot out the door. 

After this season, I will be adding 
Lavonte David to that list. 

It’s not like his success as a senior should 
have been a surprise (we did feature him 
on our yearbook cover, after all). He had 
high expectations after setting Nebraska’s 
single-season record with 152 tackles a 
year ago. 


And despite those 


eye-popping 
numbers, we heard constantly heard last 
year that he had a long way to go. 

David won't break his own tackle 
record (he has 122 after Friday), but his 
stat line is much more diverse. In addition 
to his team-high tackle totals, he has 11 
tackles for loss, 3.5 sacks, 2 interceptions, 
2 forced fumbles and 2 fumbles recovered. 

But even after all that, I want more. 

During Nebraska’s glory years, you just 
took it for granted that somebody would 
step up and fill the shoes of the departing 
All-American. Some underclassmen 
would be next year’s Heisman hopeful. 


An offensive lineman, maybe without a 


BY AARON BABCOCK 


career start, would be a _ preseason 
Outland Trophy candidate. 

But Nebraska is not back to that status 
yet. So you can’t help but wonder, how 
long it will be until you see a player like 
David? 

David is not just a gem for the 
Cornhuskers, he’s a rarity for any 
program. 

On page 27 of this issue, you'll find 
a photo of David and Rex Burkhead 
walking off the field together. At first 
glance of this photo, you can’t help but 
wonder what they were saying to each 
other. 

David was kind enough to disclose his 
conversation after the game. 

“T just told Rex I’m proud of him. I’m 
proud of him. He’s been working hard 
here since day one,” David said. “I know 
I’m an older guy, but I kind of look up to 
Rex because of the things he does day in 
and day out. He’s a great football player.” 

The same will be said of David, for 
sure. 

Nebraska’s final opponent has yet to be 
determined, but it will be one last chance 
to watch David. For me, he’s definitely 
worth the price of admission. N 

Send me your comments or story ideas to 


aaron@huskersillustrated.com. 
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BY MIKE BABCOCK 

The best run blocker in Nebraska's offensive line, according 
to offensive coordinator TIM BECK, is guard SPENCER 
LONG. The best pass protector is guard SEUNG HOON CHOI, 
according to line COACH JOHN GARRISON. And the anchor, 
according to just about everybody, is center MIKE CAPUTO. 

And what do the three of them have in common? All walked 
on, of course. 

The Huskers’ walk-on program took a hit during BILL 
CALLAHAN’S four seasons as coach. But it has enjoyed 
resurgence under BO PELINI, even though it'll never have the 
numbers it once did. 

Nevertheless, “it’s really important, especially here, where 
we are geographically,” said Pelini. “It’s an important part of 
our program and one that we've had success with.” 

This year’s senior class of 21 includes 11 who walked on, as 
did 15 of 58 listed on the depth chart for the lowa game, as 
well as placekicker and punter Brett Maher and long-snapper 
P.J. Mangieri. 

Such success is a “testament to the players and how hard 
they've worked and developed,” Pelini said. “It speaks to the 
type of commitment they've given. You go across the board 
and see a lot of guys who have contributed. Some of them 
have given up scholarship money and such, and it shows the 
type of young men they are. They believed in themselves, 
made a commitment and made the most of it.” 

TYLER LEGATE, the starting fullback the past two seasons, 
gave up a scholarship he already had in order for a chance to 
play for the Huskers. He redshirted his first season at South 
Dakota. 

He accepted a scholarship from South Dakota out of Neligh- 
Oakdale (Neb.) High School because “I didn’t get recruited,” 
he said. The former Nebraska coaching staff wasn’t interested. 

JEFF JAMROG, the Huskers’ assistant athletic director for 
football operations and a former walk-on himself, “kind of got 
me here, and here | am today,” Legate said. 


BURLSWORTH TROPHY SEMIFINALIST 


Caputo was recently named a semifinalist for the Burlsworth 
Trophy, presented annually to the nation’s top athlete who 
began his career as a walk-on. 

The senior from Omaha is the first Husker to be a semifinalist 
for the award, named for BRANDON BURLSWORTH, who 
walked on at Arkansas and became a three-year starter, earning 
All-America recognition as a senior in 1998. He was selected 
63rd overall in the NFL draft by the Indianapolis Colts, but was 
killed in an automobile accident four days after the draft. 

Caputo is among 10 semifinalists. Three finalists will be 
announced on Nov. 29, with the winner announced on Dec. 
9. This year for the first time, fans can vote for their favorite at 
BurlsworthTrophy.com, once a day until Dec. 6. 


Visit the NEW Huskersiflustrated.com : 


FIVE LARGEST 


Though the result can’t be separated from the 
experience, Nebraska’s trip to Michigan was memorable 
for those who made it, players and fans alike. 

Husker senior safety Austin Cassidy summarized the 
attitude of most the week before the Michigan game, 
referring to it and the previous week's game at Penn State. 

“When our schedule came out, these were the two 
games I was most excited for,” he said. “I wanted to go 
to Ohio State, too. Those were the three I really wanted 
to go to. 

“It was cool to go out there and see what Beaver 
Stadium’s all about. It'll be really, really cool to see one of 
the most historic stadiums in college football this coming 
weekend.” 

Michigan Stadium, the “Big House,” has an official 
capacity of 109,901]. The first game played there was in 
1927. Capacity then was 72,000. 


MICHIGAN, MICHIGAN STADIUM 
NOV. 19, 2011 (113,718) 


PENN STATE, BEAVER STADIUM 
SEPT. 14, 2002 (110,753) 


*PENN STATE, BEAVER STADIUM 
NOV. 12, 2011 (107,903) 


MIAMI, ROSE BOWL 
JAN. 3, 2002 (93,781) 


STANFORD, ROSE BOWL 
JAN. 1, 1941 (92,000) 


USC, LOS ANGELES COLISEUM, SEPT. 16, 


2006 (92,000) 
*Husker victory 


Receivers coach RICH 
FISHER awards points to 
those he coaches for blocks 
they make during games. The 
system is based on something 
RON BROWN did “back in the 
day, when he was coaching 
receivers,” said Fisher, “that the 
kids kind of bought into, kind 
of changed the culture in that 
room. 

“That’s what I wanted when 
I came here, something dif- 
ferent, something they could 
buy into, something they could 
kind of take ownership in, and 
they'll get a nice reward at the 
end of the season for whoever 
comes out on top.” 

Fisher declined to discuss the 
particulars. 

“T prefer not to say. I don’t 
want that public knowledge. 
Really, it’s for our room, for 
those guys to compete, and I'll 


Kenny Bell on 
dropped passes: 


“When Taylor (Martinez) throws 

the ball out there, especially if it hits 
our hands, we’ve got to reel it in. A 
drop can be the same as a turnover 
or interception. It’s absolutely 
demoralizing. It’s something we 
talked about all year. It’s something 
that we can’t allow to happen.” 
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FISHER’S POINT SYSTEM 


just say I’m pleased with the at- 
titude, the physicality,” he said. 


“T think that moving forward 
it’s something to build on in our 
room.” 


FIRST STOP IOWA 

BO PELINI began his coach- 
ing career as a graduate assis- 
tant at lowa, working on the of- 
fensive side of the ball, “which 
was a great learning experience 
for me, having played defense,” 
he said during his weekly news 
conference before the Iowa 
game. “It was enjoyable.” 

Pelini played safety at Ohio 
State, of course, and had just 
graduated. HAYDEN FRY 
hired him for a staff that also 
included grad assistant MARK 
STOOPS and volunteer assistant 
BOB STOOPS. 

The Hawkeyes finished 10-1- 
1 in Pelini’s only season, 1991, 


YOU HEARD IT 


tying BYU in the Holiday Bowl. 

Fry, who was inducted into 
the College Football Hall of 
Fame in 2003, spent 20 of his 
37 seasons coaching at Iowa, 
with a 143-89-6 record — includ- 
ing 1-3 against Nebraska. 

“T have a lot of respect for 
him,” said Pelini. “He obvi- 
ously was a really good coach, 
but he was a tremendous man. 
It was an honor to get to know 
him. 

“He was very creative and 
kind of did it his way.” 

Pelini also knows something 
about doing things his own way. 


RIVALRY 


With the Huskers playing 
Iowa on the day after Thanks- 
giving for the Heroes Game 
Trophy, “rivalry” was a subject 
of much discussion during the 
week leading up to the game. 
It was a subject of discussion 
when the Big Ten settled on 
divisions and scheduled the 
game at the end of the regular 
season, in fact. 

“Tell be a good tradition to 
play the University of Iowa 
every year,” BO PELINI said. 

However, “I don’t think 
anybody is trying to force 
anything,” he said. “I think 
it is a natural thing. The Big 
Ten matched us up on the last 
weekend, and I think it was the 
right thing to do.” 


- SIDELINES 


BENEFICIAL “INJURIES” 

There was some concern this 
season about opposing players 
feigning injury in order to slow 
down Nebraska's no-huddle 
offense. The subject came up 
again after the Michigan game. 

“| think they (officials) need to 
look into something,’ Bo Pelini 
said. 

“| think it has been pretty 
obvious at times, but it obviously 
hasn't been to the referees. 
Sometimes your hands are tied. 
| don’t know what the answer is 
to that” 

A reporter suggested the 
rules could be changed to 
require players to miss an entire 
series if injured. 

“That would make sense,’ said 
Pelini. “It's something we will talk 
about in the off-season.’ 

Asked if he lost respect for 
teams that did such a thing, 
Pelini replied:"There’s no rule 
against it. We don't do it. Some 
people choose to. What are you 
going to do?” 


CONTACTING THE 
CONFERENCE 

With a touchdown to cut 
the deficit to 31-17, Nebraska 
had some momentum going 
into the fourth quarter of the 
Michigan game. But that quickly 
dissipated when a roughing- 
the-kicker penalty with the line 
of scrimmage the Wolverine 17- 
yard line provided the impetus 
for a Michigan touchdown. 

“That was a tough call on us,’ 
the Huskers’ Tim Marlowe said 
after the game. “We decided to 
go for a block, and Wil (Richards) 
almost had it. | thought he did 
a decent job of avoiding the 
punter, but we had a tough call 
against us. It took a bit of our 
momentum away.’ 

Coach Bo Pelini thought it 
was a tough call as well, enough 
so that he submitted the 
play to the conference for 
clarification. Nebraska had 

yet to receive a response 
the next Monday. 
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Redshirted freshman 

defensive tackle 
on the 

difference between 
being a back-up and 
playing, and practicing, 
with the first team: 
“When you’re running 
with the ones, I think 
everything picks up 
naturally, just because 
the people around you 
are more focused on 
technique and how 
they’re playing. You 
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TURAL RESPONSE 


play better as a unit 
when you're out there 
with the ones, when 
you're surrounded by 
that. If you have the 
right kind of approach, 
you'll kind of get 
pushed into that.” 

His first start was 
against Minnesota. “It 
was kind of surreal just 
to be the first one out 
there,” said Rome. “But 
I was ready for whatever 
I had to do.” 


PRAISE FOR MARCEL 

Senior offensive tackle 

has battled 

through injuries to finish his 
career. “He just stayed the 
course, because it was frus- 
trating for him,” said offensive 
line coach 

Through it all, Jones re- 
mained up-beat, according to 
Garrison. “That's his personal- 
ity. | call him the ‘Steady Eddy.’ 
He just continues to do the 
right things all the time. That 
consistency has paid off for 
him, and staying healthy (for 
most of this season), obvi- 
ously, has been big for him. 

“He's very quiet, but he’s 
also very personable. I'd be 
proud if he was my son, that 
type of guy. So he's an out- 
standing football player and 


even better young man.” 


WRONG FIRST 
IMPRESSION 


first impression of senior 
center , the 


anchor of the offensive line: 


“The only thing | thought 
was he was kind of short to 
be a Division | lineman. But | 
saw him in the weight room, 
throwing around like -1 don’t 
remember —- 600 pounds in 
the squat, and then | saw 

him play. ‘This guy's no joke.’ 
| don’t think | ever doubted 
him, though, that he wasn’t 


good." 


BRIGHT FUTURE 


missed the final three games 
of the regular season because 
of injury. But the sophomore 
offensive guard has a bright 
future, according to senior 
tackle (and friend) 

. "He's stilla 
young guy. He's got along 
way to go,” Hardrick said. “But 
he’s a pro guy. When he’s 
right, he’s right. When he's 
wrong, he’s wrong. But he's 
right more than he's wrong 
ona good day.” 

During fall camp, Hardrick 


said of Rodriguez: “His feet 


move faster than | ever saw.” 


LANNY / BEGARYS EUY 


REPORT UNDERAGE 
DRINKING 


1-866-MUST-B-21 


It's Anonymous, 
and it's the Right Call. 


www.reportunceragedrinking.com 


THE LATEST ON THE HUSKERS & BiG 10 CONFERENCE 
PLUS GAME HIGHLIGHTS 


TUESDAYS AT 7 P.M. CT 


ON NETI/NETHD REPEATING ON NETI/HD & NET2 
BEGINNING AUG. 30 


. | WRAP-UP 


Visit BiG RED WRAP-UP ONLINE: 
netNebraska.org/bigredwrapup 
Live WEBSTREAM » WEB EXTRAS » ARCHIVE 
facebook facebook.com/bigredwrapup 
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Lincoln 


Orthopaedic Center 


Proudly serving Nebraska 
athletes for over 50 years 


6900 A Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 


402 436 2000 * www.ortholinc.com 


Find us on Facebook /F 


Competition’s the reason 


Courtney Osborne started 
four games at safety in the 
second half of last season. 
But the junior safety has 
seen limited action this 
season, after starting the 
opener against Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 

“It’s not that Courtney has 
done anything to demote 
himself; it’s that Daimion 
(Stafford) has done well,” 
said secondary coach Corey 
Raymond. “What have you 
done for me lately?’ That's 
the kind of attitude we have.” 
Osborne also has been slowed 


by injury. 


ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 


Five Huskers were named 
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to the Academic All-District 7 
football team: senior Austin 
Cassidy; juniors Rex Burkhead, 
Ben Cotton and Sean Fisher; 
and sophomore Spencer 
Long. 

They are now eligible for 
Academic All-America honors. 

No other Division | program 
produced as many as five 
all-district selections, and 
only four other schools had 
as many as four honorees, 
including Michigan State and 
Northwestern from the Big 
Ten. 

Cassidy, a repeat 
selection, was a first-team 
Academic All-American last 
season. 

Fisher was among only 


three on the All-District 7 


team with a perfect 4.0 grade- 
point average. 

Nebraska has produced a 
nation-leading 103 football 
Academic All-Americans, as 
well as leading the nation 
with 291 Academic All- 
Americans in all sports. 

Cassidy was among 10 
Husker graduates in seven 
sports to be named inaugural 
recipients of 1A FAR Academic 
Excellence Awards. More than 
400 Division | Football Bowl 
Subdivision (FBS) student- 
athletes were honored by 
the 1A Faculty Athletics 
Representatives for academic 
achievement. 

Only six others among the 
120 FBS programs had 10 or 


more recipients of the award. 


CALIFORNIA DREAMIN 


Nebraska’s next regular- 
season away game will be in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Keep reminding yourself that 
as we sit at home this weekend 
and watch two teams play in the 
first-ever Big Ten championship 


game. The winner, of course, 
gets to spend January 2nd at the 
Rose Bowl, 

It’s OK to be jealous. We'll 
have to settle for turning the 
Rose Bowl red next September. | 
And, one can assume, many 
times after that. 
Let’s hope many, 
many times. 

Better get used to 
it, Husker fans. In 
those years when a 
national champion- 
ship game is out of 
reach, the ultimate 
consolation prize 
will be a trip to 
sunny southern 
California. Win the 
Legends Division, 
Win the Big Ten 
championship game. 
Go play in the old- 
est, largest, and best 
bow! game on the 
freakin’ planet. 

Yeah, not a bad 
consolation prize. 

Last month, your humble 
correspondent did some advance 
scouting. I spent three weeks in 
Los Angeles on business. Had 
plenty of time to explore. Poked 
around a bit in Pasadena. Even 
went to a UCLA game at the 


Rose Bowl. The things I do for | 


you people, geez. 

Here’s my tip sheet. While 
I’m sorry you won't be able to 
put these tips to use this holiday 


season, file them away for next | 


season. Maybe you'll get to use 


It’s OK to 
be jealous. 
We'll have 
to settle for 
turning the 
Rose Bowl 
red next 
September. 
And, one 
can assume, 
many times 
after that. 


Baywatch. There. you've just 


them twice. 

Embrace the tailgate experi- 
ence. 

The stadium is right next to 
a golf course, which becomes a 
parking lot and vibrant tent city 
on game days. Love you Memo- 
rial Stadium, but the Rose Bowl 
has the best tailgating I've ever 
experienced. Grills, live bands, 
chilled beverages. All just steps 
away from the main gate. Just 
be sure to save room for some 
candied almonds during the 
game. 

Eat a burger or 
twenty-five. 

Southern Cali- 
fornia is where the 
fast food burger was 
invented. And per- 
fected. You'll want 
to eat almost every 
non-game day meal 
at In-N-Out Burger. 
Grab a Double 
Double, fries, and 
a strawberry shake. 
Mix it up by throw- 
ing in a chiliburger 
and some chili 
cheese fries from 
Original Tommy’s. 
Thank me later (but 
before the heartburn 
and diabetes sets in). 

Go to Malibu. 

Take Mulholland to Encinal 
Canyon Road and enjoy a scenic 
drive through the hills. You'll 
come out the other side with a 
jaw-dropping view of the ocean. 
Drive north up the coast a bit to 
the ultimate seafood stand with 
a view, Neptune’s Net. After 
your meal, drive south to Zuma 
Beach. Cheap, plentiful parking. 
Beautiful beach. Watch the sun 
go down from where they filmed 


| the point and not an admission 


experienced the perfect SoCal 


city’s best tacos can be found in 


day. 
Do a different kind of star 


a truck parked after 8 p.m. on 


| Olympic and La Brea. When the | 
watching. weather is perfect all the time. 


While everyone else is why bother going inside to eat? 


looking at handprints in the The Rose Bowl stadium itself 


courtyard of Grauman’s Chi- is old and gorgeous, surrounded 


nese Theatre (tourists!), head up 
to the Griffith Observatory for 


by palm trees and rose gardens. 


4 ; And the scores of every Rose 
an amazing view of sprawling 
% | Bowl game are engraved onto 
Los Angeles. You'll also enjoy 
tr: é a plaque and mounted to the 
the city’s best view of the Hol- 


; , side of the stadium. Nebraska's 
lywood sign. It’s a great place 


: P already up there twice. What I'd 
for a romantic stroll, especially 


like to see is our name up there 


at night. Also a great place to 


dump a body, but that’s beside about twenty more times. 


Hey, a Nebraska boy can 


to anything. dream. 


Brag about Nebraska’s Hol- 


“Tim Siedell is a writer and 
humorist whose first book, “Marching 
Bands Are Just Homeless Orchestras” 
is available now through Amazon. 


lywood connections. 


When the locals start to 


poke fun of your red and white Follow him on Twitter: @ 


striped overalls, be quick to badbanana. 
point out that Nebraska 
produced 
such Hol- 
lywood 
luminaries 
as Johnny 
Carson, Mar- 
lon Brando, 
Henry Fonda, 
Fred Astaire, 
Robert Taylor 
and L. Ron Hub- 
bard. Depending 
on the person 
you're talking to, 
the last one might 
be the most impres- 
sive. 

Eat adventurously. 
Some of the best 
food in L.A. is sold out 

of trucks. Hunt down 
the Grilled Cheese 
Truck in Hollywood. 
Or one of the Kogi BBQ 


trucks, serving Korean- 


SET SAIL 
_ WITH THE 
HUSKERS 


HUSKERCRUISE.COM 


CHARLIE MCBRIDE 


‘TPLOGAUsKERCRUISE.com Oa! 
. 


| took his roommate home for 


EAST 


Utica 


43 miles 


-Walk-on’s decision to play at 


NU was a “no-brainer’”’ 


MOST KIDS SPEND 
MORE TIME DECIDING 
WHAT TO DO FOR 
Halloween than they 
spend actually wearing 
the costume. Not Tyler 
Wullenwaber. The Utica 
native always knew what he was going to be 
because it was always the same costume. 
“Every Halloween I would be a Husker 
football player,” the Nebraska walk-on wide 
receiver said. “It seemed like a no-brainer.” 
Wullenwaber pretended to be former 
Husker walk-on receiver Todd Peterson 
when he donned his Husker garb in the 
backyard with his dad. Peterson and 
Nebraska’s all-time receptions leader 
Nate Swift were Wullenwaber’s favorite 


Huskers growing up. Wullenwaber grew up 


| pretending to be them in the backyard of his 


home just outside Utica. 

“T don’t actually live in the town. I live in 
the country,” Wullenwaber said. 

The town, though, is like any other, he 
said. 

“Utica is like your typical small town,” 
Wullenwaber said. “Everybody knows each 
other. You see someone 
drive by and you 
automatically know 
who it is by their 
vehicle. Little stuff 
like that.” 

Little stuff like 
taking friends 
and teammates 
home for dinner. 
Wullenwaber’s mom 
made pot roast for his 
friends the last time he 
took them home. He also 


Utica, Neb. | Population: 844 
County | Seward 


a weekend of deer hunting earlier 
this fall. Sports, as in most Nebraska 


Distance from Lincoln: 43 miles 


TYLER WULLENWABER FILE 
Birthdate: Nov. 25, 1991 
Ht:6-1 | Wt:195 | Class: RFr. 
Position: Wide Receiver 


small towns, are what bring the town 
together. 

“Everyone comes to the sporting events 
to support each other,” he said. “I wouldn't 
want to live anywhere else.” 

Wullenwaber was an all-state selection 
his senior year at Centennial High when 
he caught 41 passes for 954 yards and 13 
touchdowns. He turned down scholarship 
offers from Wayne State, Nebraska-Omaha 
and Northwest Missouri State to walk-on 
at Nebraska. It wasn’t a tough decision, he 
said. The tougher decision was which sport 
to play once he got to Nebraska. 

“Tt was a pretty easy decision to walk-on 
here,” Wullenwaber said. “It wasn’t so 
much going to a different school as it was 
what sport to do.” 

Wullenwaber didn’t only catch passes 
for Centennial High. He also won three 
straight Class B long jump crowns to go 
with his 200-meter title. 

“T considered doing track here,” he said. 
“T was either going to do football or track, 
but when it came down to it, I loved football 
too much to turn down the opportunity to 
play here.” 

Wullenwaber may 
not have been like 
most kids when it 

came to choosing 

a Halloween 

costume. But he is 
like most walk-ons 
on the Nebraska 
football team. 
“You want to 
prove people wrong,” 
he said. “I want to 
be that guy like Austin 
Cassidy that overcomes a lot of 
adversity and may eventually earna 
scholarship.” 
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FEBRUARY 24-27 


Travel and Transport Vacations with Husker 
Sports Marketing Present Husker Cruise 
2012! Join Greg Sharpe, Matt Davison and 
Husker legends Johnny Rodgers, Mike 
Rozier, and Eric Crouch! Also joining 
us will be Tommie Frazier, Aaron Graham, 
Zach Wiegert, Rich Glover, Alex Henery, 
Milt Tenopir, and Charlie McBride; plus 
cheerleader alumni, band alumni and 
mascot! There’s nothing like a quick 


getaway in the sun, and there’s no better way 


to do it than onboard our Husker cruise ship — 
chartered exclusively for over 2000 Husker 
fans to connect, network, and share their love 
of all things Big Red. Join the Sea of Red on 
the blue sea!” Our 3 Night Bahamas 
cruise sets sail on the Majesty of the Seas. 
Bahamas bound guests will enjoy a newly 
remodeled pool deck, expanded Day Spa & 
Fitness Center, plus tastefully refurbished 
staterooms, featuring luxurious bedding, 


flat-screen TVs and more. 
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Spartans not satisfied yet 


Michigan State eyeing trip to the Rose Bow! in 
Pasadena, Calif. \ terry pouctass 


Michigan State coach 
MARK DANTONIO hopes 
that winning the Big Ten 
Conference’s Legends 
Division title serves as a 
springboard to even bigger 
things for the Spartans. 

MSU became the first 
school to clinch a spot in the 
Dec. 3 Big Ten Championship 
game at Indianapolis when 
it beat Indiana 55-3 and 
Nebraska lost at Michigan 45- 
17 on Nov. 19. The Spartans 
will play either Wisconsin or 
Penn State in the conference’s 
first title game. 

“Ultimately, it’s our players 
who play and they have done 
a tremendous job leading and 
setting the bar,” Dantonio 
told the Associated Press. 
“They continue to set the bar 
higher for the next group. 
That’s what will allow us to 


Visit th é NEW Huskersillustrated.com " 


reach our dreams of a national 
championship again.” 

Prior to divisional play 
last season, Michigan State 
shared the Big Ten title with 
Ohio State and Wisconsin. 
However, the Badgers owned 
the tiebreaker and earned a 
trip to the Rose Bowl, while 
Ohio State received a BCS 
bid to the Sugar Bowl and the 
Spartans were relegated to the 
Capital One Bowl. 

This year, everyone in 
MSU’s program is determined 
to end up in Pasadena, Calif. 

“When we hired Coach 
Dantonio the vision of 
painting roses on the cleats 
were the expectations going 
into every season,” Michigan 
State athletic director MARK 
HOLLIS told AP. “And 
those continue to be our 
expectations.” 


LEADERS 
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DECISION 
TIME? 


If former Florida 
coach and current 
ESPN college 
football analyst 
Urban Meyer is 
going to be Ohio 
State's next head 
football coach, he 
hasn't tipped his 
hand. 


On Nov. 19, ESPN. 
com reported that 
Meyer and Ohio 
State had been 
talking about the 
job and there was 
a strong interest 
on both sides. 
However, Meyer 
later told the 
Gainesville (Fla.) 
Sun no offer was on 
the table from the 


Buckeyes. 


“I'm ina good 
place right now 
mentally and 
physically. So 
if something 
happens with Ohio 
State, I'll have a 
decision to make," 
Meyer said. “But 
there has been no 
interview. There 
has been no offer 
to make a decision 


about.” 


PATERNO DIAGNOSED 

Former Penn State coach Joe Paterno 
has been diagnosed with a treatable form 
of lung cancer, according to his son, Scott 
Paterno. 

In a statement issued to the AP, Scott 
Paterno said his father’s physicians are 
“optimistic” that Joe Paterno, 84, will be 
able to make a full recovery. 

“Last weekend, my father was diagnosed 
with a treatable form oflung cancer during 
a follow-up visit for a bronchial illness,” 
Scott Paterno said in the brief statement. 


BIG TEN ROUNDUP 


> Illinois athletic director told 

Mike Thomas of the AP that he'll 
evaluate Fighting Illini head football 
coach Ron Zook after the season. 
Illinois opened the season with six 
consecutive wins, but struggled 

in the second half of the season, 
fueling speculation that Zook will be 


replaced. 


> Despite taking a 2-9 record into 
last Saturday’s season finale against 
Iinois, Minnesota running back 
Duane Bennett said the Gophers 
were trying to maintain a positive 
outlook. “The only thing you can do 
is keep going back to the drawing 
board. Keep getting better,” Bennett 
said. “The minute you quit that’s the 


minute that it’s over.” 


> Penn State’s acting athletic 
director David Joyner said he and 

the university are formulating a 

plan to search for a permanent head 
football coach to replace Joe Paterno. 
Joyner said he will be the primary 
individual to conduct the coaching 
search, but will consult with the 
university’s new president, Rod 


Erickson, 


> Illinois wide receiver Kenny 
Knight pleaded not guilty to charges 
of battery and resisting a police 
officer. Knight appeared in court 
after being arrested following a fight. 


He’s accused of punching a man 


_ in the head and then running when 


police spotted him. 
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Crick proves vital 
to team, despite 
being sidelined 


BY MICHAEL BRUNTZ 


Last week, senior defensive tackle Jared Crick talked 
to media for the first time since his career ended in the 
fourth quarter of Nebraska’s win over Ohio State. 

Crick wore his usual beanie pulled low on his brow and 
looked like he could still terrorize quarterbacks despite 
not playing since early October. 

For Crick, it’s been a tough senior season. Looked at as 
a first-round draft prospect at the beginning of the season 
and an almost lock for All-America honors, Crick’s year 
got off to a slow start. Teams keyed on him and Crick was 
sidelined for the Wyoming game. giving his NFL draft 
stock a hit before a torn pectoral muscle ended his year 
and Nebraska career. 

Crick, who spoke with the media leading up to Senior 
Day, said he put all his energy into rehabbing and helping 
his teammates at practices and in games. 

“When I found out I was done, it didn’t really hit me,” 
Crick said. “When I found out the severity. it kind of set 
in, but that’s why I started to put my emotions aside. I 
knew | was going to be part of the team still, so I did what 
I could to help the guys win. 

“It hasn’t hit me too much because I've been keeping 
my mind away from it. It’s rough; I’m not going to lie. As 
long as my guys are going out and playing hard, that’s all 
Lask.” 

Crick has been active around the team since the injury. 
Nebraska got a waiver so Crick could travel to all the road 
games without counting against the travel-roster limit. 
When Terrence Moore intercepted a Denard Robinson 


“T didn’t 
ask for any 
sympa- 

thy. I don’t 
want it. But 
knowing 

I have my 
guys who 
still consider 
me a part of 
this team is 
pretty cool.” 
Jared Crick 


pass at Michigan, Crick was one of the first players on the field celebrating with his 


teammate. 
“T was out by the numbers.” Crick said laughing. 


The question hanging over Crick is how his senior season affected his draft 
stock. Crick has focused on maintaining his playing weight and still weighs the 285 


pounds he did earlier in the season. He’s also rehabbing with the goal of being back 


100 percent at the NFL Combine, where he will get his shot to show scouts what he 


can do. 


Head coach Bo Pelini thinks Crick will show what he can do at the next level. 


“That's the thing about Jared, I think 
he can fit into a 4-3 or a 3-4,” Pelini said. 
“That is a real positive for him because 
he can do so many things well and can 
play inside or outside, That lends well to 
him and value to him.” 

When Nebraska played against 
Minnesota in October, Crick talked for 
a few minutes with Minnesota Vikings 
defensive end Jared Allen. The two didn’t 
talk much about football, Crick said, 
just small-talk about the Twin Cities 
and football. But Allen left Crick with 
one piece of advice: “He said to keep 
working hard in rehab. To just keep my 
head up,” Crick said. 

Crick has leaned on his teammates, 
and indeed, helping his teammates seems 
to have been a welcome distraction from 
the monotony of daily rehab sessions. 
Crick’s roommate Marcel Jones said 
he tries to keep Crick’s spirits up and 
doesn’t talk much about football around 
his teammate. 

Reporters asked Crick about his 
emotions when he would be announced 
at Senior Day. He said he hadn't really 
thought much about it. He was focused 
on helping his teammates get ready for 
lowa. 

“Just the support I've been getting 
from everybody has been tremendous.” 
Crick said. “I didn’t ask for any 
sympathy. I don’t want it. But knowing 
I have my guys who still consider me a 
part of this team is pretty cool, They're 
always there for me and picking me up 


when I need it.” N 


Read daily Husker reports from 
Michael Bruntz at HuskersIllustrated.com 


Follow him on Twitter @michaelbruntz 
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FIVEQUESTIONS 


Tim Marlowe 


Junior shares high school alma mater with Coach 


Tim Marlowe has 
seen the pictures at 
Cardinal Mooney 
High School. 

Some are in 
the school 
hallways, 
others in 
the school 
yearbooks. 
Some are 
basketball, 
others are 
football. 

They all are 
reminders for 
Marlowe and 
others that Bo 
Pelini was a 
pretty good 
high school 
athlete. 

“Him and Coach 
(Vince) Morrow have 
a basketball picture up 
there,” Marlowe said, 
referring to the NU 
graduate assistant. 
“They were pretty 


good in basketball. 
They both scored 
1,000 points. I’ve seen 


some pictures of Bo at 


quarterback, rolling 


out with his left arm.” 
So Marlowe has 

something to reference 

when people ask 

him for background 

information — or 

any stories — about 

Nebraska’s football 
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coach. 
“T think people 
are always interested 
in hearing Bo’s old 
stories from Cardinal 
Mooney, and 
if Bo was like 
¥ that back then, 
| if he wasa fiery 
| guy,” Marlowe 
said. “People are 
always asking 
_ about it.” 
Marlowe said 
Pelini has a great 
reputation at 
_ Mooney, but that 
Marlowe’s teams 
were pretty good, 
' too, adding to 
school’s great 
tradition. 
“T always tell him 
it’d be great to see 
his 1985 team play 
my 2008 team. 
Sometimes we talk 
about stuff like 
that.” 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED: Who 
would’ve won in a meeting between 


Pelini’s high school team and your 
team? 
MARLOWE: I have my opinion on 
that. We had some good players my 


senior year, but so did they. They were 
a little different back then. Hard- 
nosed, ran the option every single 
play. We started passing the ball a 
little bit when I was there, not much. 
It would’ve been a 


fun game 


HI: What’s a 
sport you'd like 
to try outside of 
football? 
MARLOWE: As 
far as just a sport 
out of nowhere, 
I was a skier 


growing up. 


I'd love to just 
ski for a living. 
That'd be great. I love being up in the 


mountains. 


HI: Where have you skied? 
MARLOWE: We actually have a ski 
condo not too far from State College, 
me and my family. We used to go 
skiing growing up. We have a condo 
up in the mountains in Pennsylvania. 
It’s nothing like Colorado or anything. 
About an elevation of 4,000 feet. I’ve 
been skiing my whole life. 


HI: Have you ever skied in Colorado? 
MARLOWE: I’ve been to Colorado, 
but since I’ve been to college, I haven't 
skied at all. I don’t think Coach Bo 
would be too happy with that. 


HI: You're only 22, but is that some 
gray hair up there? 
MARLOWE: Yeah, I’m getting some. 


It’s a stressful place around here. 
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by Terry Douglass 


TURNING | 


Nebraska suddenly found its offensive rhythm late 
in the first half of a 20-7 Heroes Game victory 
over Iowa at Memorial Stadium. 

Leading 3-0, the Cornhuskers seized the 
momentum thanks to a 15-play, 80-yard scoring 
drive that consumed nearly six minutes and gave 
Nebraska a 10-0 advantage with 32 seconds 
remaining in the first half. NU capped the series 
with quarterback Taylor Martinez’s 6-yard 
touchdown pass to tight end Kyler Reed off play 
action. 

Considering that the Huskers were set to 
receive the opening kickoff of the third quarter 
and Iowa’s first-half offensive output of just 98 
yards, Nebraska’s 10-0 lead seemed larger than the 
10-point margin would typically indicate. NU’s 
scoring trek included converting a key fourth- 
and-1 opportunity at the lowa 29-yard line as 
I-back Rex Burkhead produced a 2-yard first-down 
run. 

“T thought it was a huge drive — a big drive,” 
Nebraska coach Bo Pelini said. “I thought, not 
only did it give us great momentum going into the 


half, it gave us a two-score lead. I really liked how 
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we were playing, defensively. 


“That’s why I went for it on fourth down. I 
thought that could be a statement drive for us and 
really big going into the half. Fortunately, we got 
it on fourth down and we executed right down the 
field. That was a great drive for us.” 

Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz agreed. 

“I’m not going to say there was a turning point 
in the game,” Ferentz said. “But if there was, it 
was the drive before the end of the first half where 
they went 80 yards.” 

Nebraska (9-3, 5-3 Big Ten) controlled the 
contest the rest of the way, building a 20-0 lead 
with 11:25 to play on Burkhead’s 2-yard scoring 
run. lowa (7-5, 4-4), which finally ended the 
Blackshirts’ shutout bid with 3:26 remaining, 
simply had a difficult time getting NU’s offense 
off the field in the second half. 

One game after possessing the football just 
18:39 — Nebraska’s lowest figure since at least 
1983 — in a 45-17 loss at Michigan on Nov. 19, the 
Huskers held it for 37:47 against lowa. NU had a 
12-play, 82-yard drive for a field goal in the third 
quarter and a 10-play, 80-yard TD drive to cap its 


scoring early in the fourth. 


ebraska senior cornerback 

has 
displayed a flair for thriving in 
challenging situations. 

After helping the Cornhuskers’ defense 
completely shut out Michigan State star 
wide receiver B.J. Cunningham ina 
24-3 win over the Spartans back on Oct. 
29, Dennard was faced with a similar 
challenge against lowa wide receiver 
Marvin McNutt. With Dennard matching 
up against him nearly every time Nebraska 
was in man-to-man pass coverage, 
the Hawkeyes’ all-time leader in TD 
receptions finished with just four catches 
for 29 yards as NU posted a 20-7 victory 
over the Hawkeyes at Memorial Stadium. 

“I’m a competitive guy so I wanted to 
go against the best every single time,” 
Dennard said. “When they told me I 
was going to go against McNutt the 
whole game I just said, ‘I’m up for the 
challenge.” 


Dennard said he studied video of 


McNutt extensively and picked up on a 


trend. In most cases, Dennard said McNutt 
would try to get an outside release off the 
line of scrimmage when he wanted to cut 
to the middle of the field and vice versa. 

Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz said Dennard 
and the Huskers played as good of pass 
coverage as the Hawkeyes have seen all 
season. 

“Dennard is a hell of a corner,” Ferentz 


said. 


ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT 


Nebraska linebacker l 
recorded a team-high eight tackles against 
Iowa and turned in yet another memorable 
play to add to his senior-season collection 
that already includes a key strip and 
fumble recovery of Ohio State quarterback 
Braxton Miller and a fourth-down tackle 
against Penn State’s Silas Redd. 

This time, David was pushed to the 
ground by Iowa tight end C.J. Fiedorowicz, 
who was flagged for offensive pass 
interference on the play, but the Butkus 


Award semifinalist refused to stay down. 


piki=a_ 


David sprung to his feet and forced 


a fumble by Fiedorowicz that David 
recovered himself with 3:14 to play in the 
third quarter. 

“For him to get up and go make that 
play, that was a big-time football play,” 
Nebraska defensive coordinator 

said. “That’s who he is, though. He 
never quits on anything.” 

David said he was angry after getting 
shoved by Fiedorowicz. 

“T was like, “Man, I’ve got to do 
something to make up for this,” David 
said. “I didn’t know that they threw the 
flag for pass interference on the offense 
and I just saw the ball hanging out and I 
took a shot it and fortunately, it turned out 


great.” 


INJURY BUG BITES 


As it turned out, there was a distinct 
reason Nebraska I-back 
was called on to carry the football a 
school-record 38 times for 160 yards and a 
TD against Iowa. 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 
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By improving to 9-3 with the “Every now and then, (the Bowl in Orlando, Fla., or the 
victory over lowa, Nebraskahas — media) might be alittle critical Outback Bowl in Tampa, Fla. 
produced nine or more winsin —_ of us, but nine wins, that’s a The official announcement 
each of Bo Pelini’s fourseasons dang good season, no matter won't come Dec. 4, but 
as head coach. The Huskers, how teh cut it,” Nebraska safety — Nebraska linebacker and 
who entered the year as one of USTI Y said. “Its Miami native Lavonte David 
10 programs in the country who Sich to come in week in and said he'd be pleased with either 
had won nine or more games. week out and bring it every destination. 


in three consecutive seasons, week.” 
have churned out nine or more 
wins 38 times in the past 42 
seasons. 


As it turned out, Huskers’ quarterback 
suffered a left ankle 

injury in the first quarter and the NU 
coaching staff decided to try and keep the 
sophomore away from contact as much as 
possible. After rushing four times for 20 
yards in the first half, Martinez didn’t have 
an official carry in the second half. 

“He’s going to be hurting for a few 
days,” Nebraska coach said of 
Martinez. “We basically couldn’t run him in 


the second half. He sucked it up.” 


The victory likely puts 
Nebraska in line to receive 
either a bid to the Capital One 
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“Oh man, that will be big to get 
achance to have all my family 
come out and watch me play in 
Florida,” David said. 

Already dealing with injury issues, 
Nebraska’s defense suffered a blow on the 
game’s first play when starting defensive 
tackles and 

were both hurt on the first 
play against Iowa. The Huskers also played 
without injured defensive end 


and tight end 


“Sometimes it seems like when it happens, 


it kind of comes in numbers,” Pelini said of 


the rash of injuries. 


SUCCESSFUL SENDOFF 

Coming off a 45-17 road loss at 
Michigan on Nov. 19 that eliminated 
Nebraska from the Big Ten Conference 
Legends Division title race, the 
Cornhuskers apparently weren't lacking 
for motivation during their senior-day 
victory over lowa in the first“Heroes 
Game” 

Nebraska senior safety 

said going out a winner in its 
final game at Memorial Stadium was 
of major importance to the Huskers’ 
21-member senior class. 

“It was a big deal today,’ Cassidy said. 
“Not only was it the first of this rivalry 
game — we had to start it off on the right 
foot — but for people in my senior class 
it really meanta lot, especially playing a 
team like lowa. ... 
to win bad" 

Helping Nebraska's senior class cap 


Obviously we wanted 


off a 6-1 record at home this season also 
served as motivation for the Huskers’ 
underclassmen. 
“lim glad we sent them out with a win;’ 
NU sophomore quarterback 
said,"I love all the seniors and 


I'm really going to miss them’ 


WORTH NOTING 

> Linebacker now 
has 122 tackles for the season, moving 
him into the top 10 on the Nebraska 
single-season tackles list. The 6-foot-1, 
225-pound senior from Miami already 
owns the Huskers’ single-season tackles 
record with 152 set last season and he's 
now fifth on NU's career charts, 

> Nebraska improved to 27-12-3 all-time 
against lowa and won for the fourth 
straight time in the series. The Huskers 
are 14-2-1 all-time against the Hawkeyes 
in Lincoln. 

> Quarterback \R) has 
thrown 116 consecutive pass attempts 
without an interception. He has thrown 
only interception in his last 152 pass 
attempts, spanning 26 quarters. 

> Nebraska's game captains against lowa 
were the entire senior class, led by center 


, linebacker 
and safety 
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~ KENNY BELL MAKES A DIVING 20-YARD _ 
RECEPTION IN THE THIRD QUARTER. 


ULD SCORE A FIELD GOF 
- ON THE DRIVE TO TAKEA13-OLEAD.  - 
»_. PHOTO BY AARON BABCOCK 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 1) Senior Jermarcus Hardrick walks off the field carrying the Heroes Game trophy 
following Nebraska’s first conference win over lowa. Photo by Scott Bruhn 2) Lavonte David sacks lowa quarterback James 
Vandenberg. Photo by Aaron Babcock 3) Lavonte David and Rex Burkhead talk as they walk off the field. Photo by Scott Bruhn 4) 
Bo Pelini fires up his players prior to leading them on to the field. Photo by Aaron Babcock 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: nebraska found plenty of running room against a 


smaller lowa defensive line. The Huskers were able to get Rex Burkhead going early in 

| the game on a vaiety of pitches and runs off tackle. Nebraska's ground game helped the 

y Huskers control the game and the clock from the opening kickoff. Nebraska followed 
its recipe for success on the ground, handing off to Rex Burkhead 18 times for 79 yards before 
halftime - even as Burkhead limped off the field. Nebraka also got freshman Ameer Abdullah 
involved in the running game early, as Abdullah ran six times for 30 yards. Nebraska kept up 
the pressure on the ground in the second half as the Huskers worked to hold their tight lead. 
Burkhead went into the end zone early in the fourth quarter on his 37th carry of the game, tying 
a school record. It was another gutsy performance in a season full of them. 


PASSING OFFENSE: tt was the usual assortment of completions and cringe- 


worthy passes, but Taylor Martinez got the job done with his arm. Martinez kept the 

chains moving when needed. More importantly, Martinez avoided making any kind of 
mistakes against lowa's opportunitistic secondary. Tight end Kyler Reed caught his first — 
touchdown pass of the season in the second quarter on a well-executed play-action 

fake by Martinez. Nebraska completed passes when it needed to, and Martinez hooked up with 
wide receiver Kenny Bell on two catches in third quarter that moved the chains and led toa field 
goal that put Nebraska ahead 13-0. As with much of the season with Nebraska's passing game, it 
wasn't pretty ... but it got the job done. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: the Huskers weren't going to be surprised by lowa’s 


running game. When the Hawkeyes planned to run, Marcus Coker was almost certain to 

be the ball carrier. Coker had some success in the first half, but lowa couldn't keep giving 

him the ball. Plus, Nebraska’s defense got an assist for the offense. The disparity in time of —-——— 
possession favored the Huskers, unlike in last week's game at Michigan. Three-and-a-half minutes 
into the fourth quarter, lowa had run only 36 plays. Beyond the numbers, however, lowa’s running 
game wasn't effective enough to free up Vandenberg's passing. 


PASSING DEFENSE: nebraska stifled lowa’s passing game, a key for the 


Huskers. Hawkeye quarterback James Vandenberg had impressive numbers going 

into the game, 2,624 yards passing for 23 touchdowns (with only five interceptions). 
Vandenberg had big receivers to whom he could throw including Marvin McNutt (6-4, 

215) and Keenan Davis (6-3, 215). But the tone was set early, when Vandenberg was off-target. 
A pass play late in the third quarter characterized the day. Vandenberg passed to tight end C.J. 
Fiedorowicz (6-7, 265) for a 24-yard gain, but Lavonte David knocked the ball free and recovered 
it. Even if Fiedorowicz hadn't fumbled, he was guilty of pushing down the defender. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Things didn’t get off to the best start for 


Nebraska punter Brett Maher. In his first kick of the game, Maher caught the ball off the 

side of his foot and netted just a 16-yard punt. He redeemed himself later in the first half, 

pinning lowa deep in its own territory once and getting Nebraska on the board with a “= 
40-yard field goal in the second quarter. Nebraska again struggled to set up any kind of 

threat on a punt return, as lowa’s coverage quickly converged on Nebraska's punt returners. The 
Huskers’ special teams units rebounded nicely after a disasterous outing at Michigan by playing 
steady coverage and not allowing lowa to make a game-changing play on special teams. 


ra -_ 
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SUMMARY INDIVIDUAL STATISTI 


SCORING NEBRASKA IOWA 


November 25, 2011 RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET 1D LG AVG fm RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, NE 


Attendance: 85,595 Burkhead, Rex 38 1680=~C“ SHC | Coker, Marcus 18° 39) 2 Fem (NS) 48 
Abdullah,Ameer 12 45 «910 «350 COR. Vandenberg, J. ae 1s) ti 0 2 10 
1 2 3 4 F | Martinez, Taylor 4 20 O09 0 oO BR 50 McNutt, Marvin ae) 0 0 Oo 0 oo 
IOWA 0 0 0 + : Legate, Tyler 1” 5 0 5 0 5 50 TEAM T #6 3 3 0 0 30 
Marlowe, Tim ZPe3 0 eR 2! 1S Totals 24 #1040 «16 8B aS 
NEBRASKA 0 | 10 3 7 20 Green, Aaron Zs 0 “yO Ae ts 
a Se ered Ee ied. ee ey, ee PASSING CAl YDS TD LONG SACK 
11:22 NEB - Maher, Brett 40 yd field goal, ee CEE 29. ze AT LS 38 Vandenberg, J. 16351 182 0 26 1 
0 3 % 
10-52 4:40 
0:32 NEB - Reed, Kyler 6 yd pass from 7 | 
Martinez, Taylor (Maher kick), 15-80 5:58 ® 10 | ae CAL YDS TD LONG SACK ie RECEIVING NO YARDS ~=‘TD LONG 
[EE] 04:42 NEB - Maher, Brett 21 ydfieldgoal, = «43 —C Mersinez, Tayler 20 ie 2 e Davis, Keenan 4 r) 0 16 
12-82 5:08 | | McNutt, Marvin 4 29 0 26 
104] + resilience ag 0 20 RECEIVING NO YARDS TD LONG Fiedorowicz,C. 3 a 0 2% 
? ick), 10-80 4:01 
8 ie : ; he " F - | Bell, Kenny 5 9% o 2 Coker, Marcus 3 9 o 
3 ~ Coker, Marcus 2 yd run 
(Meyer, Mike kick), 10-80 1:53 | Enunwa, Quincy 3 41 0 19 Herman, Brad 1 22 0 22 
Kinnie, Brandon 2 u 0 7 Martin-Manley,K 1 10 0 10 
Burkhead, Rex 1 n 0 2 Totals 16 182 0 26 
TEAM STATS Sees ; J e 
FIRST DOWNS 18 25 Totals we Li 1 2B PUNTS NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 1B 
Rushing 7 13 Guthrie, Eric 7 28 41 56 3 (1 
P. 7 9 
Sally : = PUNTS NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 TB 
Maher, Brett 7 293 41.9 62 4 1 PUNTS TOCKOFFS, TERCEPTONS 
sey epi Hs a MM RETURNS NO YDS LG NO YDS LG NO YDS LG 
pekaekeaatiatal | Hyde, Micah 22883 +O 0 0 0 0 0 
Average Per Rush 3.7 3.6 Punts WoOFES INTERCEPTIONS 
é . fA 0 4 0 0 0 
Rushing Touchdowns 1 1 RETURNS NO YDS LG NO YDS LG NO YDS 1G (iamnMmAlieaiholihahaRaDadibad 
Yards Gained Rushing 104 239 Mdalshy Ameer’ > 1 10 awsO> 6 0 0 0 
DEFENSE TS AT TT SACK-YD TFLYD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK QBH 
NET YARDS PASSING 182 163 oot De A Mears Ss RCPS | At HS SES STE “2 
Comp-Att-Int 1635-1 12-22-0 Green,Andew 0 0 0 ©0 0 0 1 0 0 pbc Se ee 
Average Per Attempt 52 74 BernstingJ. 4913 - 14 - - 
Average Per Completion 114 13.6 Morris,James 3 10 13 1-0 1 
Passing Touchdowns 0 1 FIELD GOALS QTR TIME DISTANCE RES ATE TIT Ese Gh 2 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 270 385 | Maher, Brett 2nd 19:22 40 yards =~ Good Kirksey, 3710 ; _ 
Total offense plays 59 83 | Maher, Brett 3rd = 04:42 Dtyards ~~ Good : 
i 7 
Average Gain Per Play 46 46 | eae AE: z 1 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 1-1 2-0 Miller,Tanner 4 4 8 at 
Penalties: Number-Yards 3°50 9-74 DEFENSE TS AT TT SACKYD TFLYD FF FRYD INT-YD BU BLK QBH eee ean nay u 
"ees Per Punt 28 ae David lavonte 53.8 1.071 11140 - 2- 1 Le x) 
verage Yards Fer Fun C c ews —e . Prater,Shaun 1 4 5 1 
Net Yards Per Punt 38.1 36.4 dat ITS A 8 TR : Seeridee ate : 
Inside 20 3 4 Green,Andrew 4 2 6 WM: - - rtd ahs) 
50+ Yards 1 3 (auldy hasta 3 (Si6q 28 a se VE eS Bigach Steves 0/393 : : 
Touchbacks 1 1 AnkrahJason 145 + WW - - - == | Lowery,BJ. TOT = —s F 
Rica a aR es, meee 18 5 J eas ECE. |. : . : 
! g % 2 s Kreiter, Casey 1 0 1 : : : 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 70.0 65.4 Socrhe S i 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 50.0 ce, BB LM eT 
Touchbacks 1 1 Williams,Josh 1 1 2 - - 
Punt returns: Number-Yards-TD 2-18-0 2-1-0 Ebke, Jim ub ee > 
Average Per Return 9.0 05 Evans,Ciante 1 0 1 13 = ; 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 482-0 0-0-0 
d,J. F 
Average Per Return 20.5 0.0 aoe AOS, 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 1-0-0 | Richards, Wil 10 1 
Fumble Returns: Number-Yds-TD 0-0-0 0-0-0 | Smith, PJ. 101 4 . 
Miscellaneous Yards 0 0 Rome,Chase 0 1 1 > <1 - 
Possession Time 22:13 37:47 Meredith,c. 011 3 ’ - 
Ist Quarter 6:37 8:23 
2nd Quarter 5:24 9:36 
3rd Quarter 6:00 9:00 
4th Quarter 4:12 10:48 
Third-Down Conversions 2o0f 12 10 of 21 
Fourth-Down Conversions lof2 loft 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1-1 33 
Touchdowns 1-1 23 
Field goals OF 1-3 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 0-0 1-11 
PAT Kicks in 2-2 
Field Goals 0-0 2-2 
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David stands ina 


league by 


he question needn’t have been 

asked. But Bo Pelini was asked 

anyway on the Monday before 

the Iowa game: Where would 
Nebraska’s defense be without Lavonte David? 

“He’s a good player. He’s a really good 
football player, and I’m glad he’s on our 
team,” Pelini replied. “Where would we be 
without him? I guess I don’t know what that 
means. 

“If you take a good football player out of 
your defense, you don’t play as good.” 

David is good, all right. The senior 
linebacker is as good as you'll find. 

After the Huskers’ 45-17 loss at Michigan, 
Pelini said “every guy who participated in that 
game, coaches included, didn’t get it done.” 
Every guy except, maybe, one. 

“Lavonte? He plays his tail off every time he 
goes out there,” said Pelini. “He played well.” 
David was credited with a season-high 17 

tackles against the Wolverines. 

That’s how it’s been since David arrived 
from Fort Scott (Kan.) Community College. 
Even though he was learning Nebraska’s 
system, and often played on instinct, he set a 
school record for tackles with 152 last season. 
And despite having to adjust to a different 
style of play in the Big Ten, he has ranked 
among the conference leaders in tackles this 
season. Through 11 games, he had 114. 

David has a “knack, which good linebackers 
do,” linebackers coach Ross Els said. Things 
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himself 


come naturally to him. But he’s also a 
dedicated student of the game. 

“Tt’s more studying the opponent, more than 
anything else, and really understanding, 
‘OK, in this set this is what they 
(opponents) like to do,’ ” said Els. 
“And that’s what he does well. 

“Our guys are going to know our 
opponents; there’s no question. We 
have to. | mean, we want to get in 


their heads, not just what we do but 
what are they going to do and how 
are we going to adapt?” 

The 6-foot-1 David has adapted, 
and played heavier this season. 
He weighed 215 pounds last 
season, and “right now, I’m 
225,” he said the week before 
the Michigan game. 

“I’m maintaining it off and 
on, 222, 225, it’s between 
those areas right there.” 

The added weight was to 
deal with what was considered the more 
physical, downhill-running offenses in the Big 
Ten. He hasn’t been able to tell the difference, 
“not really,” David said. } 

Despite the physical pounding of all those 
tackles, “I feel great, really. I feel a little sore 
here and there, but we’ve got a great strength os 
and conditioning staff, nutrition staff, and I : 
just rely on them to get me better, and also a 
great training staff,” he said. 


PHOTO BY RANDY HAMPTON 


BUTKUS AWARD 


David is among six finalists for the Butkus Award as the 
nation’s top collegiate linebacker. Trev Alberts is the only 
Husker to win the award, doing so in 1993. 

Broderick Thomas (1988) and Ed Stewart (1994) were 
finalists. 

This year's other finalists are Dont’a Hightower and 
Courtney Upshaw from Alabama, Jarvis Jones from 
Georgia, Luke Kuechly from Boston College and Manti 
Te’o from Notre Dame. The winner will be announced on 
or before Dec. 7. 


DOUBLE HUNDRED 


David is the fifth Husker to have 100 or more tackles in back-to- 


back seasons: 

Barrett Ruud (2003-04)............cceecceecececeeeeeueres 149-143 
LOS WUNZ (1977278) w scacne vexesuce ne nek eeaaiterth Corteaomtes ened? 141-120 
Clete Piller (1975-76) 35 M encswnewwo reser ccdcaesogearqniende’s 125-129 
Jerry Murtaugh (1969-70) ........ cc cece eeeee ee eneeeeeeeeees 114-132 

BIG TEN TACKLE LEADERS* 

Mike Taylor, LB WISCONSIN: :cvsaGsuvindeverrvecsevessagiovandees 121 
Chris Borland) LE WISCONSIN vas snaswrieesecateerieevsesenieredese 118 
Kim Royston, DB Minnesota .............ccceesseeseeeeeeeeeees 110 
James: MOIS LBW AL. cst sanndeseasecasansacons aha saceas ara te 92 


NEBRASKA SINGLE-SEASON TACKLES _ 


Barrett Rulid; UB (2008). ssassuinearneaea tins onsen ndwaneeusasd ses 149 


Barrett RUUG; LB 2004) os c.sanwe csseecpuauregusneoangiaesncans 143 
LEG KUNZ LB 977). sateondaseapinetsdssavnpewdareradnesnage sees 141 
Jerry Murtaugh; LB (1970) .sstciaissssten saad ernecacd destven ones 132 


NEBRASKA CAREER TACKLES 


Barrett Ruud, MLB (2001-04) .............ceeeeeeeeeeveeeeeeeers 432 
Jerry Murtaugh, SLB (1968-70) .............. cee cece nese eee e eee 342 
Mike Brown, ROV (1996-99) ...........ccceeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeees 287 
Lee Kutz: SLBIOZOr/O) ic dibeoianiescscksaswegd euigaye iencanace 276 
Clete Pillén LB (1974-76)... saceasadeancacaalvernnnevendenpounedss 273 


Steve Damkroger, SLB (1979-82) .........ccceseeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 269 


*Thru 11 games 
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BY MIKE SCHAEFER 
RECRUITING EDITOR, 
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NOTEBOOK 


McMullen reaffirms 


4-star defensive end Greg McMullen says he’s set to 
become part of the Nebraska family 


Given how the second half 
of the season has gone for the 
Cornhuskers, it’s apparent the 
team needs an influx of talent 
at several defensive positions. 
Here’s a blow-by-blow account 
of what Nebraska needs on 
defense going forward. 

On the defensive line 
the Huskers already have a 
commitment from the talented 
4-star defensive end GREG 
MCMULLEN. The Akron, 
Ohio, Archbishop Hoban player 
is intriguing because he can 
play outside or line up inside 
for the Huskers. Nebraska loses 
Cameron Meredith at defensive 
end but still has Josh Williams, 
Jason Ankrah, Joe Carter, Eric 
Martin, Donovan Vestal and 
Tobi Okuyemi on the roster. 

Meredith hasn't been 
outstanding, but removing 


him from the equation 


D SEISAY (L) WOULD'BE A WELCOME 
REY RAYMOND’S (R) SECONDARY | 


greatly exposes the lack of a 
solid defensive end. Martin 
becomes an important piece 
for Nebraska. He provides a 
nice edge rush, but he’s unable 
to hold his ground against 
linemen on run plays. If the 
staff wants Martin to be an 
every-down player, he’s going 
to have to get better against 
the run. There are also a lot of 
expectations on Ankrah and 
Williams. These players will be 
expected to perform at a high 
level and have to generate a 
pass rush. 

Nebraska is looking hard 
at defensive ends right now. 
Players such as NATE IESE. 
TAIWAN JOHNSON. ERIC 
KINSEY and AVERY MOSS 
are the top targets at the 
position. lese could be a strong 
candidate to play tight end and 


Johnson has the ability to move 
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inside or outside, but Moss and 
Kinsey are likely to stay on the 
outside. 

Moving inside looks 
substantially better for 
Nebraska, even after the losses 
of Jared Crick and Terrence 
Moore. The Huskers have 
Baker Steinkuhler, Thaddeus 
Randle, Chase Rome, Kevin 
Williams, Jay Guy and Todd 
Peat Jr., all available next 
season at defensive tackle. 
Given the way Nebraska went 
through players at the position 
in 2011, don’t be surprised if 
the team continues to employ a 
heavy rotation. 

On the recruiting front, 
Nebraska is mostly looking 
at VINCENT VALENTINE. 

a large defensive tackle from 
Edwardsville, Ill. Valentine 
is definitely a true defensive 


tackle and would give the 


Sartor Hamann 
presents 
*‘ DIAMONDS IN 
THE ROUGH 


Each week on 
Huskers Illustrated Radio 


The Engagement Ring Store 


wast WESRASRA Ges Boe 
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team a valuable run-stuffing 
defensive tackle down the line. 

Linebacker has been a 
source of frustration for 
many fans over the past few 
seasons and it will get worse 
before it gets better as Lavonte 
David graduates, David's 
extraordinary play over the past 
two seasons has hidden the lack 
of depth at the position. Next 
season Will Compton will be 
a senior, Sean Fisher will be a 
junior and David Santos will be 
a redshirted freshman. 

Outside of David, there’s 
an obvious lack of speed at 
linebacker. Compton played 
well in the 2011 regular season 
and came on strong beginning 
with the Michigan State game, 
but neither he nor Fisher plays 
well in coverage and athletic 
tight ends or running backs 
pose issues. Santos is a highly- 
regarded but unknown product. 
He'll have every opportunity to 
see the field. 

Nebraska fell into this 
position with several recruiting 
misses such as Alonzo Whaley 
and Micah Kreikemeier. Chris 
Williams, a 2009 signee, 
never overcame an injury and 
Nebraska moved Eric Martin to 
defensive end. 

Nebraska holds three 
commitments from linebackers 
in this class. ZAIRE 
ANDERSON. a junior college 


linebacker, is the logical 


LS SS EES 


replacement for David. Anderson 
was just named National Division 
East Conference Defensive Player of 
the Year. He finished with 95 tackles 
in Il games and has shown a similar 
explosive burst to that of David. 

Joining Anderson are MICHAEL 
ROSE and DEION JONES. Rose 
was a standout player for Rockhurst 
High in Kansas City, Mo. He’s said 
multiple times that he hopes to push 
for playing time when he gets to 
Nebraska. Jones, from Jesuit in New 
Orleans, is a fast-playing linebacker. 
He'll likely end up as an outside 
linebacker at Nebraska, 

The Huskers are definitely 
pursuing other linebackers. 
QUANZELL LAMBERT. THOMAS 
BROWN and T.J. NEAL have come 
on visits this season. Lambert would 
be the biggest recruit in the class 
at this point if he were to choose 
Nebraska. 

The secondary play this season 
has been spotty. Outside of All- 
America caliber cornerback Alfonzo 
Dennard, the Huskers haven't 
received much from its returning 
starters. 

Ciante Evans has struggled at 
both cornerback and nickel back 
this season. He’s been beaten to the 
inside often. Andrew Green hasn't 
been much better. He bit hard on 
fakes earlier this season, leaving him 
far out of position. The coaching 
staff may have found a solution in 
Stanley Jean-Baptiste, but he'll need 
the spring to really polish his game 
as he transitions from wide receiver 
to cornerback. Highly touted corners 
such as Dijon Washington and 
Josh Mitchell haven't been able to 
break past Lance Thorell and Justin 
Blatchford on the depth chart. 

Nebraska seeks immediate help, 
but only CHARLES JACKSON —a 


2011 class member — has committed 
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to the program. Jackson said he 
plans to enroll in January to set 
himself up with the best opportunity 
at early playing time. Other targets 
include junior college player 
MOHAMMED SEISAY, MARCUS 
RIOS and BRANDON BEAVER. 
Landing Seisay would be a big boost 
for Nebraska, as he has experience at 
the D-I level, playing for Memphis 
in 2009. 

Both Rios and Beaver are highly 
touted players who could push for 
immediate playing time. Nebraska 
has changed its preference in 
defensive back recruits, mainly 
targeting athletes who are also 
involved in track. The idea is that 
track athletes have a more natural 
hip movement that will help with 
coverage movement. The Huskers 
also want slightly taller players who 
can help press opponents at the line. 
Both Rios and Beaver fit the build. 

At safety Nebraska loses Austin 
Cassidy, but has a host of players 
waiting in the wings. Damion 
Stafford established himself as a 
starter this season. Back-up P.J. 
Smith returns for his senior season, 
along with Courtney Osborne. 
Touted younger players Harvey 
Jackson and Corey Cooper should 
continue to push for playing time, 
and Wil Richards is expected to 
receive a long look at playing time 
as well, 

The Huskers are strongly 
pursuing JORDAN DIGGS. The 
Florida resident would be a strong 
addition to Nebraska’s current mix 
of safeties. He’s been on an official 
and an unofficial visit to Nebraska. 
Diggs plans to make his decision 
during the Army All-American 
Bowl. Nebraska has also targeted 
MARQUES MOSLEY, but has not 


offered him a scholarship. 


2012 NE 


BRASKA COMMITS 
tok 


GREGMCMULLEN 


DE, 6-5, 225, Akron, Ohio 
(Archbishop Hoban) 
247Sports Rating: 94 


kkk 
MICHAELROSE 


LB, 6-0, 225, Kansas City Mo. 
(Rockhurst) 
247Sports Rating: 93 


tok tok 
PAUL THURSTON 
OT, 6-5, 275, Arvada, Colo. 


(Arvada West) 
247Sports Rating: 92 


totktok 
JORDAN WESTERKAMP 


WR, 6-1, 190, Lombard, Ill. 
(Montini Catholic) 
247Sports Rating: 90 


kak 
DEION JONES 


OLB, 6-2, 200, New Orleans 


Uesuit) 
247Sports Rating: 88 


tok 

TOMMY ARMSTRONG 
QB, 6-1, 200, Schertz, Texas 
(Byron P Steele) 

247Sports Rating: 86 


rok | 
ZAIRE ANDERSON 

LB, 6-0, 220, Riverside, Calif. 
(Riverside CC) 

247Sports Rating: 85 


kkk 
SAMCOTTON 

TE, 6-4, 235, Lincoln, Neb. 
(Lincoln Southeast) 
247Sports Rating: 81 
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VOLLEYBALL 


Cook impressed with Big 
Ten venues, atmosphere 


Schools have come a long way since his first stint 


in the Big Ten Conference 


| BOB HAMAR 


schools run their volleyball 
events. 

“T’ve been impressed 
with the crowds and the 
game management,” Cook 
said, “It’s been very well 
done at every school. 
Purdue runs a great event, 
does everything first class. 
I sent those coaches a note. 
I was just really impressed 
with their crowd, the 
event, how they managed 
it. It was very well done.” 

Ohio State had a rowdy 
crowd too, but it was 
a crowd with a sense 
of humor. The student 
section did some fun 
things when the Huskers 
played in Columbus, but it 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


wasn't mean or malicious. 
Setter Lauren Cook asked 
John Cook, who is also her 


JOHN COOK HAS BEEN THROUGH THE 
GRIND OF THE BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
SEASON BEFORE WHEN HE WAS THE HEAD 


COACH AT WISCONSIN FROM 1992 TO 1998. 


So the Nebraska 
volleyball coach had an 
idea of what he would be 
facing this season when 
the Huskers moved from 
the Big 12 to the Big Ten. 
But still, Cook has seen 
some changes from when 
he was in the conference. 
The main difference is the 
level of commitment the 
Big Ten schools now show 
toward their volleyball 

rograms. 


p and that shows in how the 5 
| upgrades since he was at 


father, if she was adopted 
because that’s what the 


: ; students kept telling her. 
“T think the biggest 


thing is everybody in that 
conference thinks they 
can win and everybody 
has made a commitment 


“They were very 
entertaining,” John Cook 
said of the Ohio State 
students. “They gave our 
girls the script they had 
after the match, all their 
sayings and everything, 
so they had done their 
homework and prepared.” 

Cook said he couldn’t 
really pick out a favorite 


to volleyball,” Cook said. 
“When I was there before, 
there were some schools 
that were committed and 
some schools that didn’t 
care as much as the other 
echoes, road venue because all 


N bod ; : 3 
AUP elas sade hae the sites had made major 
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Senior night 

Senior Night was special for 
Nebraska’s three seniors -- Brooke 
Delano, Jordan Wilberger and 
Brigette Root. 

Delano was an All-American 
last year, while Wilberger hada 
big night with 12 kills and a .750 
hitting percentage on Senior 
Night against Wisconsin. Root, 
who has been a back-up setter 
her entire year, did play briefly on 
Senior Night. 

“Our fans did a great job of 
sending off our seniors,” coach 
Cook said. “One of the things that 
makes Nebraska so special is 4,000 
people stick around for Senior 
Night and show their appreciation 
for what those Nebraska seniors 
have done for our program and 
done for our state.” 


Winning ugly 

Although the Huskers beat 
Wisconsin on Senior Night, 
it was not one of their better 
performances. Nebraska dropped 
the opening set 25-12 before 
rebounding to win three in a row, 
That shows some of the growth 
the Huskers have made this 
season. 

“That's another thing we 
learned,” Cook said. “You may 
not be perfect every night. You 
may not feel great, but we can 
find ways to win no matter how 
it looks.” 


Different conferences 


Cook is ina good position to 
compare the Big 12 and the Big 
Ten conferences, The Huskers 
won the Big 12 outright a year 
ago, then made the switch. Cook 
said there were times when it 
seemed some Big 12 opponents 
pretty much gave up against the 
Huskers. That doesn't happen in 
the Big Ten. 

“The comparison is the schools 
in the Big Ten top to bottom, at 
least against us, they're going in 
thinking they can win and they 
compete really hard,” Cook said. 
“| think in the Big 12, there were 
some schools we had such an 
edge on them, you could tell they 
were just showing up. I've never 
seen that in the Big Ten.” 


2011 Volleyball Schedule 


DATE 


AUG. 20 


SEPT. 8 


SEPT. 9 


SEPT. 10 


SEPT. 17 


SEPT. 21 


SEPT. 24 


SEPT. 30 


OCT. 1 


OCT.7 


OCcT.8 


OCT. 14 


OCT. 15 


OCT. 19 


OCT. 22 


OCT. 28 


OCT. 29 


NOV. 4 


NOV. 5 


NOV. 11 


NOV. 12 


NOV. 16 


NOV. 19 


NOV. 23 


NOV. 26 


OPPONENT 


RED/WHITE MATCH NU COLISEUM 


LOCATION TIME/SCORE 


3-1 (W) 


MCM ELEGANTE LOBO CLASSIC 


NEW MEXICO ST. 


NEW MEXICO 


COLORADO STATE ATFORTCOLLINS, COLO. 


ALBANY 


AT ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 3-2(W) 


AT ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 3-0 (W) 
2-3 (L) 


ATFORT COLLINS, COLO. 3-0(W) 


AMERITAS PLAYERS CHALLENGE 


CREIGHTON 


ST. MARY’S 


WEBER STATE 


IOWA STATE 


PENN STATE* 


OHIO STATE* 


MICHIGAN STATE* 


MICHIGAN* 


PURDUE* 


INDIANA* 


WISCONSIN* 


MINNESOTA* 


lOWA* 


ILLINOIS* 


OHIO STATE* 


PENN STATE* 


MICHIGAN* 


MICHIGAN STATE* 


INDIANA* 


PURDUE* 


MINNESOTA’ 


WISCONSIN* 


lowa* 


NORTHWESTERN* 


NU COLISEUM 3-0 (W) 


NU COLISEUM 3-2 (W) 


NU COLISEUM 


3-0(W) 


DEVANEY CENTER 3-0 (W) 


NU COLISEUM 3-2 (W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
AT EAST LANSING, MICH. 3-2(W) 
AT ANN ARBOR, MICH. 3-0(W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-0(W) 
ATMADISON, WIS. —_3-0(W) 
AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 3-2 (W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-0(W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
ATCOLUMBUS, OHIO 3-1 (W) 
AT UNIVERSITY PARK, PA. 1-3 (L) 
NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-0 (W) 
ATBLOOMINGTON, IND. 3-0(W) 
AT WEST LAFAYETTE, IND. 0-3 (L) 
NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
NU COLISEUM 3-1 (W) 
ATIOWACITY, IOWA 3-0 (W)* 


AT EVANSTON, ILL. 7 P.M. 


"CLINCHED BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP 


DEC.1-3 1ST/2NDROUNDS ATCAMPUS SITES 


NCAA TOURNAMENT 


DEC. 9-10 REGIONALS 


TBA 


TBA 


(AT LEXINGTON/GAINESVILLE/HONOLULU/MINNEAPOLIS) 


DEC. 15-17 FINAL FOUR 


*BIG TEN MATCH; 
ALL TIMES CENTRAL, DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


ATSANANTONIO, TEXAS TBA 


Wisconsin. 

“T think they’ve all done a real 
nice job, even the schools that 
didn’t have a lot to work with 
like Purdue, Indiana,” he said. 
“They’ve just made significant 
improvements.” 

The competition in the Big Ten 
may have been raised a notch since 
Cook coached there before, too. 


_ This year, Cook said as many as 


five Big Ten schools -- Nebraska, 
Illinois, Penn State and maybe 
even Minnesota -- could enter the 


- NCAA Tournament thinking that 


they have a chance to win it all. 

“The level of competition top to 
bottom is very good,” he said. “I 
mean Purdue smoked us and they 
almost lost to lowa two nights 
before that. Michigan, we smoked 
here, they lose at Wisconsin and 
go in and beat Minnesota. Every 
weekend is like that.” 


Still, with one weekend of 
Big Ten play remaining, the 
Huskers had clinched at least a 
tie for the conference title. Penn 
State had won eight straight Big 
Ten Conference titles before this 
season. 

“Tt should be a really big sense 
of accomplishment,” Cook said. 
“Now I see how tough it is, but I 
can see why Penn State has won 
it so many years in a row because 
(head coach Russ Rose) has built 
his team around doing well in the 
Big Ten. The big kids in the front 
row, the little kids in the back 
row. He has five or six (defensive 
specialists) on his roster. 

“He’s been able to recruit some 
big, freakish-type athletes and 
those kids can go two nights in 
a row. We’re playing kids all the 
way around, and I can see it wears 
on these guys.” 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 
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Faster tempo, more 
points as NU records fall 


Walker, Spencer leading the charge as Nebraska 
Basketball gains st@amM  \srianrosentHaL 


CALEB 


WALKER 


Walker’s overall field 
goal percentage of 81 
percent through the 
Nebraska basketball 
team’s first three games 
of the season surely 
won't stay that high, 
either. 

Then again, if Bo 
Spencer keeps lobbing 
passes at the rim that 
Walker dunks... 


“T always make eye 
contact with (Walker),” 


Spencer said with a grin. 


“T always feel like he’s 
going to go get it. I like 
running with him.” 
Spencer, in his 
first and only season 
directing Nebraska’s 
offense as starting point 
guard, wants to pick up 
the pace, and his head 
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coach, Doc Sadler, isn’t 
stopping him. 

“We like to push the 
ball,” said Spencer, a 
transfer from LSU who 
sat out last season on 
the Nebraska bench. 
“Through the summer 
and in our workouts and 
stuff, we’ve been trying 
to switch our style up 
with more transition, 
get buckets more and get 
out and run. Everybody 
on our team has a feel 


for that. Everyone likes 


to run.” 

That includes Walker, 
a senior wing who’s off to 
a torrid start shooting the 
basketball. Again, scoring in 
transition doesn’t hurt matters. 

“Tt’s much different, man,” 
Walker said. “It’s a way-faster 
tempo.” 

How much faster? 

Nebraska scored 13 times in 
transition in the 83-63 victory 
over Rhode Island. That’s only 
the 18th time in 163 games 
under Sadler that Nebraska 
has scored 80 or more points 
in regulation. (The Huskers 
surpassed 80 points three other 
times in that span in overtime 
games). 

Walker had two alley-oop 
dunks on assists from Spencer 
in transition. 

“Bo, he’s a leader and with 
the ball in his hands, he does 
a lot of great things,” Walker 
said. ““He’s going to penetrate, 
so you have to be ready to 
shoot when he penetrates and 
kicks, and you have to run 
the floor with him, because 
he pushes it. He’s pushing the 
ball, and you have to run with 
him.” 

Sadler said he was concerned 
about his team’s offensive 
tempo against USC, a game 
Nebraska won in double 
overtime, on the road, but 
scored only 64 points and 
endured long scoring droughts 
in the second half. 

Then again, Sadler credited 
USC coach Kevin O’ Neill, 


11-12 Men's Basketball Schedule 


DATE OPPONENT 


LOCATION TIME/SCORE 


NOV.7 DOANE (EXH) 
NOV. 11 
NOV.14 USC 
NOV. 20 RHODE ISLAND 
NOV.23 OREGON 
NOV. 26 
NOV.30 WAKE FOREST 
DEC.4 CREIGHTON 
DEC.7 

DEC.10 TCU 
DEC.17 ALCORN STATE 


DEC. 20 


WISCONSIN* 


MICHIGAN STATE* 


OHIO STATE* 


ILLINOIS* 


PENN STATE* 


WISCONSIN* 


INDIANA* 


OHIO STATE* 


lOWA* 


NORTHWESTERN* 


MINNESOTA* 


MICHIGAN* 


PENN STATE* 


ILLINOIS* 


PURDUE* 


FEB. 25 
FEB.29 IOWA" 


MAR.3 MINNESOTA* 


MAR. 8-11 BIG TEN TOURNAMENT 


* BIG TEN MATCH; 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


SOUTH DAKOTA ST 


FL. GULF COAST 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


MICHIGAN STATE* 


DEVANEY CENTER 76-54 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 65-48 (W) 
ATLOSANGELES,CA 64-61 OT (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 83-63 (W) 
DEVANEY CENTER 8PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 1PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 8:15 P.M. 
ATOMAHA,NEB. — 4:05 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7PM. 
AT FORTH WORTH, TEX. 7P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 

7PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 
DEVANEY CENTER 2PM. 
AT COLUMBUS, OHIO 5:30 P.M. 
AT CHAMPAIGN, ILL. NOON 
DEVANEY CENTER. 7:30 P.M. 
AT MADISON, WISC. 5P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER 6PM. 
DEVANEY CENTER 7PM. 
ATIOWACITY, IOWA ~—s 6 P.M. 
AT EVANSTON, ILL. 6 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER NOON 
DEVANEY CENTER 7:30 P.M. 
AT STATE COLLEGE, PA. NOON 
DEVANEY CENTER 4PM. 
ATWESTLAFAYETTE, IND. 5:30 
P.M. 
AT EAST LANSING, MICH.7 P.M. 
DEVANEY CENTER BPM. 
ATMINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 11:30 A.M. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 


ALL TIMES CENTRAL, DATES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Visit the NEW Huskerslilustrated.com 


whose teams are known for 
playing smart, solid defense in 
the same manner Sadler’s teams 
are. 

What Sadler saw against 
Rhode Island alleviates some 
of his concerns. Nebraska not 
only ran in transition — much 
to the delight of fans who’ve 
been clamoring for a faster pace 


and more points — but also took 


quality shots in the half court 


and exhibited effective ball 
movement. 

“We maintained the game 
at our pace and did what we 
wanted to do,” Spencer said. 
“We slowed it down a little bit. 
We played fast but we slowed 
it down. We didn’t take quick 
shots.” 

Most impressive to Spencer: 
Nebraska had 24 assists, the 
most ever under a Sadler- 
coached Husker team. 

“If we share the ball, guys’ 
percentages go up,” said senior 
guard Brandon Richardson, 
who had eight assists against 


Rhode Island. “I think we’ve 
got everybody doing that.” 

Including newcomer Dylan 
Talley, who had 15 points 
against Rhode Island and was 
Nebraska’s third-leading scorer. 
The last time Nebraska’s third- 
leading scorer had as many as 
15 points was in an overtime 
victory over Missouri in 2008. 

Sadler tempered the offensive 
breakthrough by saying that 
Nebraska probably looked 
better than it actually played 
against Rhode Island because 
shots were falling. 

But he also conceded that 
players may be getting better 
shots and shooting with more 
confidence because of Spencer. 

“T think Bo is maybe able to 
get them an easier shot than 
maybe we’ve been able to 
get in the past,” Sadler said. 
“When a shooter knows he’s 
going to get a good pass, he 
knows if he gets in a position 
to be open, they usually shoot 
better.” 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 
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Huskers Illustrated and Jacob North... 
both are Legends and Leaders. 


Conventional Printing 
Digital Printing 
Variable Data Processing 
Cross Media Solutions 
Mail Services 
Fulfillment 
Label Printing 
In-house Bindery 
Online Print Management 


Direct Mail Solutions 


LINCOLN 
402.470.5335 


2011 Nebraska Football Schedule 


Sat, Sept. 3 
Sat, Sept. 10 
Sat, Sept. 17 
Sat, Sept. 24 
Sat, Oct. 1 
Sat, Oct. 8 
Sat, Oct. 22 
Sat, Oct. 29 
Sat, Nov. 5 
Sat, Nov. 12 
Sat, Nov. 19 
Fri, Nov. 25 


* Conference Games 


www.jacobnorth.com 


TN at Chattanooga 
Fresno State 
Washington 
Wyoming 
Wisconsin * 

Ohio State * 
Minnesota * 
Michigan State * 
Northwestern * 
Penn State * 
Michigan * 

lowa* 11 a.m. 


Home Games in White 


OMAHA 
402.391.5696 


Six generations of print excellence...next generation innovation. 


FROMTHE 


Howdy, pardner. 
Yep, this is Tom 
Osborne's staff in 
1974, in cowboy hats 
provided by a Stetson 
Hat representative. 
Can you name the 
coaches? 

Back row (left to 
right): George 
Darlington, Rick 
Duval, John Melton, 
Warren Powers, Bill 
Myles, Guy Ingles, 
Jerry Moore, 

Front row (left to 


right): Milt Tenopir, 


Monte Kiffin, Clete ‘fas 7 r 
Fischer, Mike Corgan, 
Tom Osborne, Dick 


Beechner. a 


usa 


SPORTS COUNCIL 


a Nebraska 
1 
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Hall-of:-Famer still 


dreaming, developing, 
driving others forward 


The difference between 
a successful person and 
others is not a lack of 
strength, not a lack of 
knowledge, but rather a 
lack of will.” 


Vince Lombardi 


That quote didn’t just 
land in Huskers Illustrated 
by accident. It came ina 
reply email from Steven 
J. Warren, founder and 
president of D.R.E.A.M. 
Omaha Foundation. 
Warren helped anchor 
Nebraska’s dominant 
Blackshirt defenses in 
the late 1990s, a 6-foot-2, 
315-pound nose tackle 
who lettered four times on 
teams that won 45-of-52 
games from 1996 to 1999, 
He was a first-team All-Big 
12 player, a second-team 
All-America selection, a 
third-round draft choice of 
the Green Bay Packers and 
by almost any measure, so 
remarkably successful that 


he is now a member of the 


Nebraska Football Hall of 
Fame. 

Warren keeps that 
Vince Lombardi quote 
in his daily activities as 
a reminder of something 
he’s always considered 
more important than 
strength and knowledge 
— the sheer power of the 
human spirit and the will 
to do something above and 
beyond whatever you think 
is possible. 

Believing everyone 
has the potential to reach 
high for the stars that lie 
hidden in your own soul, 
Warren says a dream 
must precede every goal. 
It’s all part of his own 
nature, growing up in 
Springfield, Mo., where his 
mother and father would 
take in cousins, nephews, 
friends and whoever might 
need help getting back 
on their feet, as long as 
they showed the will to 
succeed. 


Growing up, Warren 
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CATCHING UP WITH 
STEVE WARREN 


learned how people 
should never be 
pushed by their 
problems, but led 
by their dreams. 
He learned how 
dreaming about 
anything showed 
the beauty of the 
human mind and 
the strength of the 
human will to do 
whatever people 
would set their 
mind to do. 

Warren's 
D.R.E.A.M. 
organization stands 
for Developing, 
Relationships 
through Education And 
Mentoring. It’s a non- 
profit foundation that 
reaches out to underserved 
and less privileged 


children and their families. 


D.R.E.A.M. provides 
positive role models, after- 
school tutoring programs, 
life-skills teaching and 
scholarships to seniors 
who complete the 
program. 

As a defensive force 
for four years with the 
Huskers, Warren made 18 
tackles for loss, had 8.5 
sacks and finished with 25 
quarterback hurries. He 
had a knack for driving 
quarterbacks and running 
backs backwards. He was 
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BY RANDY YORK 


Believing everyone 
has the potential 
to reach high for 
the stars that lie 
hiddin in your 
own soul, Warren 
says a dream 
must precede 
every goal. It’s all 
part of his own 
nature... 


so relentless that he set a 
school position record for 
interior defensive linemen 
with three pass breakups 
against California in 
1998. Now, thanks to his 
leadership to help kids 
dream and develop, he’s 
driving others forward, 
pushing them to have 
faith in their dreams 

and to use old-fashioned 
determination to achieve 
them. 

No wonder Steve 
Warren the man started 
the Warren Academy. He’s 
teaching others the roots 
of what it takes to succeed, 
and one quality stands 
above all others -- the 


power of the human will. 


~ 


GAMES 


| 1971 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 


Rolling the Tide 


Devaney, 


Cornhuskers take down No. 2-ranked 


Alabama to win second straight national title 


anticlimax for some, who 
considered it a defense of 
the national championship 
Nebraska had won on 
Thanksgiving Day in 
Norman, Okla. 

Still, the No. | 
Cornhuskers were matched 
against No. 2-ranked 
Alabama. Plus, the game 
had to be taken in the 
context of Nebraska’s back- 
to-back bowl losses to Bear 
Bryant-coached Crimson 
Tide teams following the 
1965 and 1966 seasons. 

Alabama, ranked No. 4, 
had defeated the Huskers, 
10-0 and ranked No. 3, 
in the 1966 Orange Bowl 
39-28. A year later, the No. 
3-ranked Crimson Tide had 


rolled over No. 6-ranked 


Nebraska in the Sugar 
Bowl 34-7 to send the 
Huskers into a two-season 
funk of 6-4 records. 
Alabama “had had small 
offensive linemen, and 
so I think we had kind of 
fallen into that trap around 
*66 or so,” Tom Osborne 
said recently. “We began 
to recruit some small 
offensive linemen, guys 
that were quick but not 
very big. And we were 
getting pushed around.” 
So Nebraska went back 
to recruiting size, with 
an emphasis on speed, a 
change that proved to be 
a significant factor in Bob 
Devaney’s back-to-back 
national championships. 
The Huskers made short 
work of Alabama. After 


needing to go only 47 


yards on five plays for their 


first touchdown, they took 
at 14-0 lead when Johnny 
Rodgers returned a punt 77 
yards down the sideline in 
front of the Crimson Tide 
bench on the final play of 
the first quarter. 

Alabama fumbled away 
the ensuing kickoff at its 
27-yard line to set up the 
Huskers’ third touchdown, 
and only briefly-survived 
another Husker assault 
when Rodgers fumbled at 
the Alabama 1|-yard line. 
But Rich Glover, who 
finished with 10 tackles, 
forced a Tide fumble and 
Bob Terrio recovered at 
the 4-yard line to set up 
a fourth touchdown for a 


28-0 halftime lead. 
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ORANGE BOWL 


NEBRASKA 38, ALABAMA 6 
Jan. 1, 1972 + Miami, Fla. 

Alabama OY 'O) Bre yep. = 6 
Nebraska 14 14. 3 7 -= 38 


(N) Jeff Kinney 2 run (kick failed) 

(N) Johnny Rodgers 77 punt return 
(Maury Damkroger pass Tagge) 

(N) Tagge 1 run (Sanger kick) 

(N) Gary Dixon 2 run (Sanger kick) 

(A) Terry Davis 3 run (run failed) 

(N) Sanger 21 field goal 

(N) Van Brownson 1 run (Sanger kick) 


Attendance: 78,151 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 

» Alabama had gone toa 
Wishbone-T offense in 1971, which 
made playing catch-up difficult. The 
Tide went into the game averaging 
32.9 points while allowing an average 


of only 7.6. 


» Alabama fumbled five times, losing 
two, and threw two interceptions. 
Jim Anderson returned the second 
interception 31 yards to set up 


Nebraska’s final touchdown. 


> Inthe locker room afterward, 
Johnny Rodgers 
presented the game ball 
to former teammate 
Rex Lowe, who was 
diagnosed with 
Hodgkin's disease prior 
to his senior season, 


1970. 


» Bob Devaney had indicated he 
would retire after the Orange Bowl, 
with Tom Osborne succeeding him. 
However, the week after the game, 
Devaney was persuaded to remain for 
another season in an attempt to win 
an unprecedented third consecutive 


national title. 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 


. Ex-Husker cornerback now with New York Giants 
. 2012 non-conference opponent 

. City for Big 10 Championship game 

. 2014 non-conference opponent 

. 2013 non-conference opponent 

. Number of lost fumbles vs. Michigan 

. Wears No. 15 (offense) 

. Had NU's only rushing touchdown vs. Michigan 

. Offensive lineman named semifinalist for 


walkon honor 


. Ex-Husker safety now with Washington Redskins 
. 1971 Outland Trophy winner 

. 2-time Outland Trophy winner 

. Doak Walker Award semifinalist 

. Lavonte David's number of tackles vs. Michigan 

. Michigan quarterback who had 263 yards total 


offense vs. NU 


. Kicked career-long field goal vs. Michigan 
. Wears No. 15 (defense) 


DOWN 


2. 
4. 


2012 non-conference opponent 
Preseason All-American who missed last 6 games 
with injury 


. Wears No. 6 (offense) 

. Tipped and intercepted pass vs. Michigan 
. 2009 Lombardi Award winner 

. Defensive line coach 


1997 All-America defensive tackle 


. 2012 non-conference opponent 

. Nebraska school color 

. Linebackers coach 

. 2013 non-conference opponent 

. Jake Long's twin brother 

. Assistant offensive line coach 

. Caught touchdown pass vs. Michigan 
. Head strength coach 

. Butkus Award finalist 


Answers will appear in the January issue. 
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BRAIN BUSTER 
) ALL IN THE FAMILY 


What former Cornhusker quarterback’s 
mom competed in the 1968 Mexico City 
Olympic Games? Hint: His dad played for 


Bob Devaney. 


Answer will appear in our next issue 


NOV. 19 ANSWER: C. Trev Alberts (1993) & Jim Skow (1985) 
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Burkhead 


humble to the last | 
(record-setting) snap 


Rex Burkhead was supposed to get the carry on the first 
play of Nebraska’s final possession. That was the plan, the 
reason he was sent back into the game with 1:37 remaining. 

You could see his uncertainty, his reluctance, as he ran onto 
the field, turned to run off and then turned back, finally setting 
up in the slot on the right side, 

“He was confused whether he should have been the fullback 
or the I-back, so he lined up wide.” running backs coach Ron 
Brown said afterward. 

Taylor Martinez took the snap and downed the ball as the 
clock went under | minute. 

Burkhead was told to stay on the field for the next play, to 
line up at fullback so Martinez could hand him the ball. Take 
the ball, he was told, even if all he did was drop to one knee. 

“We just literally made him do it.” said Brown, 

More specifically, the Husker offensive linemen made him 
do it. Senior tackle Marcel Jones, on behalf of the linemen, 
“told me they wanted me to do it for them because they would 
be a part of it, and they were seniors,” Burkhead said. “So I 
said, ‘All right I'll do it for you guys.’ ” 

If you know Burkhead even a little, you'll understand. 

At issue was Nebraska’s single-game record for rushing 
attempts. 

With 11:25 remaining in the fourth quarter, Burkhead 
scored the final touchdown in the Huskers’ 20-7 victory 
against lowa on a 2-yard run. The carry was his 37th, to tie 
the record set by Cory Ross in the 2003 Alamo Bowl game. 

Burkhead limped to the sideline, his left arm draped over 
the shoulders of wide receiver Tim Marlowe. following the 
touchdown, his day ostensibly done. When the coaches 
learned he needed one more carry for the record, however, 
they sent him back in on the final possession. 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


It’s nota 
glamor- 

ous record, 
like the one 
for rush- 

ing yards or 
touchdowns. 
But it’s ap- 
propriate to 
Burkhead, 
character- 
izing the 
junior I-back 
in a way 
other records 
wouldn’t. 


That shows the respect he has earned. Bo Pelini wouldn't have sanctioned his return 


otherwise, not to set a record. “No question, he’s not given 
coach Barney Cotton said. 
“He’s earned everything he’s gotten.” 


anything.” offensive line 


As rushing records go, most fans probably 
weren't that familiar with the one for rushes, 
or if they were it was because Burkhead 
came close in the Michigan State game, 
carrying 35 times. 

It’s not a glamorous record, like the one 
for rushing yards or touchdowns. But it’s 
appropriate to Burkhead, characterizing 
the junior I-back in a way other records 
wouldn't. 

“He’s tough,” Cotton said. “He’s the guy 
you want to stand in the alley with, that you 
want to give the ball to when you need 2 
(yards); he’ll get you 3. He’s that guy. 

“He might not be the fastest or the biggest 
or the prettiest, but he’s that guy.” 

Burkhead, who finished with 160 rushing 
yards to increase his season’s total to 1,268, 
lost yards on only one of his 38 carries, when 
he downed the ball for a minus-3. 

“From day one, he’s had everybody's 
respect,” senior fullback Tyler Legate said. 
“He's just a quiet, hard-working guy and 
doesn’t do anything wrong, it seems like. 

“T don’t like saying that about people, but 
that’s just how he is.” 

He also doesn’t seek attention, which is 
why he had to be forced to break the record. 

“He’s the kind of guy that will never go 
to sit in the front row,” said Brown.*He's 
always going to sit in the back row, not 
because he doesn’t want to pay attention 
but because he doesn’t want to be the center 
of attention. He'll ask to be called up to the 
front row, which is the way you should live 
your life, very humble.” 

When Burkhead limped off the field after 
his 15th touchdown of the season, he was 
met by Pelini, who told him: “That’s how 
you play football.” 


Really, nothing more needed to be said. M 


You can also read Mike Babcock each week 


at HuskersIllustrated.com. 
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First National Bank 


The Bank of Husker Nation. 
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Official Bank of the Big Ten. 


firstnational.com | Member FDIC | @ | 


